»OVIDIUS” UNIVERSITY CONSTANTA
FACULTY OF HISTORY AND POLITICS
DOCTORAL SCHOOL

THESIS

EVOLUTION OF
DANUBE - BLACK SEA CANAL BETWEEN

1833-2012.
THE IDEAS AND PROJECTS IN PRODUCTION AND
ACTIVITY

- abstract -

COORDONATOR STIINTIFIC:
PROF. UNIV. DR. CIORBEA VALENTIN

PhD:
SERBAN ANA-OLIVIA

CONSTANTA
- 2012-



CONTENTS:

INTRODUCTION....uuceuecunsuecsnnsuessessacsassansssessasssessasssasses 5

CHAPTER - HISTORY OF IDEAS AND PROJECTS

OF A NAVIGABLE CHANNEL
BETWEEN DANUBE
AND BLACK SEA (1833-1940).......... 10
I. 1. IDEAS AND PROJECTS BETWEEN THE
YEARS 1833-1877.ccuvuuviscneiniierieineinnecnecncnnenn 10

I. 2. PROBLEM OF CONSTRUCTING A
NAVIGABLE CHANNEL DANUBE-BLACK SEA
DOBRODJA AND EVOLUTION IN CONTEXT
REUNION REGION WITHIN THE NEWLY
CREATED STATE (1878-1918).....ccccvuvuevenineinennnn 13
L. 3. INTERWAR PROJECTS TO SOLVE THE
PROBLEM OF A NEW
TRANSDOBROGENE SEASIDE (1918-1940)........15
CHAPTERII - THE DANUBE - BLACK SEA CANAL
BETWEEN THE YEARS
1949-1953 16




II. 1. ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL FACTORS THAT
DETERMINED AND ACCOMPANIED IDEEA OF
A CANAL NAVIGATION BETWEEN

CERNAVODA-CONSTANTA 16
II. 2. STARTING THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE
CHANNEL DANUBE - BLACK SEA..........u... 19

I1. 3. PURCHASE THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK
MACHINE WORKING CHANNEL SITES:

DECREES, ORDERS, DECISIONS 21
CHAPTER III - THE DANUBE - BLACK SEA CANAL
BETWEEN THE YEARS
1973-1987..ccviniiiiniiniiiiiiiiininennnn 23
1. 1. FROM THE POLITICAL DECISION TO THE
PROJECT DESIGN.......cccuviuineiniineiniiannnnnnns 23

I11. 2. MILITARY INVOLVEMENT AND
ROLE TO BUILDING THE DANUBE-

BIACK SEA CANAL.......c.cccevevuiieiieiniiannnnnn. 26
II1. 3. ORGANISATION OF CONSTRUCTION
AND THE WORKFORCE..........cccccoveveviuenunen 28

II1. 4. INAUGURATION OF THE CANALS DANUBE-
BLACK SEA AND POATRA ALBA - MIDIA
NAVODARI . .....ceeeeeeeeeeeneeeenesneeesneeesnasnsnn 29



CAPTER IV - TRAFFIC AND NAVIGATION IN THE
OPENING UP NAVIGABLE
WATERWAYS IN 2007.

PROJECTS AND PERSPECTIVES.
EVOLUTION OF THEIR EUROPEAN

CONTEXT 31
IV. 1. THE FUNCTIONALITY OF THE DANUBE-
BLACK SEA CANAL (1987-2007)....ucc..c.uuuee.n31

1V. 2. CHANNEL EVOLUTION OF WATERWAYS IN
THE EUROPEAN CONTEXT. PROJECTS AND
DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES

(2007-2012)..cccueenueineineiiniinenianiarineiianinccnnnnnn 33
CONCLUSIONS. .. citiiiiiiiiititiieiiieitiatineciascnccnen 34
KEY WORDS....ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiieieieanes 35
SELECTIV BIBLIOGRAPHY......cccocviiiiiniininnn 36
ANNEXES



INTRODUCTION

Although much has been written about the biggest
construction project of Romania, the Danube - Black Sea
Canal, the subject is not exhausted. This construction has
concerned various categories of professionals, engineers,
historians, economists, journalists who made an extensive
research. The work benefits the rich local and central
archive source. Archives have to offer valuable information
from scientifically and historically.

Roumanian historiography was concerned with the
subject wich brought valuable documentary contributions.

In recent years there are a number of works that have
contributead to knowledge of this ,,blue lines”, as it was
called the Danube - Black Sea, in times.

This inscribed volume coordinated by University
Professor Dr. Valentin Ciorbea, Danube-Back Sea between
history and current perspectives, and published by Ex
Ponto, Constanta, 2008 and marked the 130" anniversary of
the reunification Dobrudja to Romania.

In 2011, celebrating 27 years of the administration of
the navigable channel Danube - Bleack Sea, to Ex Ponto,
Constanta appeared the work of history techers Adrian Ilie
and his wife, Claudia Ilie, The Danube-Black Sea Canal.

5



History developemental stages related to it and view its
capitalization. The autor said the work covered only certain
aspects and not an exhaustive desired.

Channel Danube - Black Sea doesn’t have a
monograph based on scientific criteria to highlight the
research of different categories of specialists and the rich
local and central archival sources.

The PhD thesis presented above aims to realize a
historical research over the Danube - Black Sea Canal
construction  based on the research of the archive
documentation of the General Direction of the Danube —
Black Sea Canal, The Construction Center of Danube —
Black Sea Canal, of the two hydrotechnique brigades of the
National Defense Ministry which had been participated to
the construction work, Party Committee Danube - Black Sea
Canal and of the National Company Administration of
navigable Canals. This annals will enable knowledge of
history and actual geopolitics of the Danube — Black Sea
Canal, from the moment in which the idea was launched,
until the moment in which it was accomplished and the
complex role of the Danube-Black Sea Canal in our days.

The thesis is structured on four chapters, every

chapter having others subchapters.



In the first chapter, entitled History of ideas and
projects of a navigable channel between Danube and
Black Sea (1833-1940) is presented as the title suggest the
history of the ideas and projects regarding the construction
of a Canal which cross Dobrogea, on Carasu Valley, from
Cernavoda to Constanta, through the elimination of the
“great bend of Danube” and also are presented the interests
of Great Powers which were varying according to the
political situation from the Danube mouth. This chapter has
three subchapters: 1. 1. - Ideas and projects between the
years 1833-1877, 1. 2. - Problem of constructing a
navigable channel Danube-Black Sea Dobrudja and
evolution in context of reunion region within the newly
created state (1878-1918), 1. 3. - Interwar projects to solve
the problem of a new transdobrogene seaside (1918-1940).

Chapter II, entitled The Danube - Black Sea
Channel between the years 1949-1953, will analyze the
evolution of the economic and politic factors which
determined and attended the issue of the Canal, plans
regarding the construction, which to lead to the shortening
of the way on water between Cernavoda and Constanta, the
activity on the Canal site, the propaganda as a way to justify
formal policy of the Communist Party, a propaganda of the

soviet role and model in all the fields of the Romanian
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society. The chapter has three subchapters: II. 1. -
Economic and political factors that determined and
accompanied idea of a canal navigation between
Cernavoda-Constanta, 11. 2. - Starting the construction of
the Channel Danube-Black Sea, II. 3. - Purchase
Jramework machine working channel sites: decrees,
orders, decisions.

Chapter III, entitled The Danube - Black Sea

Canal between the years 1973-1987, analyze the idea of
restarting the construction’s plans of a canal to shorten the
road with 400 km of the Danube and Black Sea, reasoning
that led to the political decision of the new head of state
Nicolae Ceausescu, design, execution of works.
The chapter consists in four subchapters: I1l. 1. - From the
political decision to the design project, IIl. 2. - Military
involvement and role to building the Danube-Black Sea
Canal, III. 3. - Organisation of construction and the
workforce, II1. 4. - Inauguration of the canals Danube-
Black Sea and Poatra Alba -Midia Navodari.

Chapter 1V, entitled Traffic and navigation in the
opening up navigable waterways in 2007. Projects and
perspectives. Evolution of their european context analyze
the functions of the waterways system in Dobrogea,

Romanian waterways European perspective, business
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options, stage construction of Danube-Bucharest Canal. The
chapter has two subchapters: IV. 1. - The functionality of
the Danube-Black Sea Canal (1987-2007), 1IV. 2. —
Channel evolution of waterways in the european context.

Projects and development opportunities (2007-2012).



CHAPTER 1

HISTORY OF IDEAS AND PROJECTS OF A
NAVIGABLE CHANNEL BETWEEN
DANUBE AND BLACK SEA (1833-1940)

I. 1. IDEAS AND PROJECTS BETWEEN THE YEARS
1833-1877

The idea to arrange a direct link to the sea by a
navigable canal, joining the Danube to the Black Sea, is old,
from the beginning of sec. XIX, but concerns have limited
the discussion concluded, at most, to projects with no
practical results.

The proposed solutions generally takes the following
aspects: improving traditional water transport routes,
through Danube, organizing a dry road, and even a rail
directly through Dobrogea, between river and sea, building a
waterway through Dobrogea.

The issue of creating a new landlocked at the Black
Sea and linking the river transport system of the Danube
with the port of Constanta, were discussed strongly after the
annexation of Basarabia to Tsarist Russia in 1812 and

especially after the Russo-Turkish war of 1828-1829 when
10



Russia occupied the whole Delta taking control of the
mouths of the Danube river.

Interested in improving ties between the Danube and
the sea, Austrians proceeded field studies for a channel to
make this connection with Carasu Valley.

The Canal was used as a means of pressure on tsarist
government to induce him to give up its monopoly
possession obtained by the Danube Delta and to persuade
Russia to agree to liberalize international navigation on the
river. This goal was not likely to succeed as between Austria
and England there was a rivalry moves. England could not
reinforce the position of Austria in the Ottoman Empire,
which would be done by building the Canal, which would
have led to the development of Austrian trade.

The opinions of Romanian politicians and public
opinion in Principates, especially merchants concerned with
the extension of freight, were different. lon Ionescu from
Brad and Ion Ghica embraced the idea of building a canal.

After the Crimean War, through Paris Peace Treaty,
signed on March 30, 1856, shipping and ports in the Black
Sea have received a new international legal framework.
Russia is removed from the Danube mouths. Creating the

European Danube Commission changed the strategies of
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England, Austria and France, regarding the expansion in the
region between the Danube and Black Sea.
Instead of a waterway was chosen for the

construction of railways by the British.
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I. 2. PROBLEM OF CONSTRUCTING A
NAVIGABLE CHANNEL DANUBE-BLACK SEA
DOBRUDJA AND EVOLUTION IN CONTEXT
REUNION REGION WITHIN THE NEWLY
CREATED STATE (1878-1918)

At the end of sec. XIX, after the War of
Independence and the reunification of Dobrudja to Romania,
the problem of constructing a canal between the Danube and
Black Sea, was resumed. He has now acquired a national
character, this time presenting another framework and
totally different assumptions: economically and politically
development of the country.

The projects of the Romanian specialists, made after
1878, which were sustaining the idea of constructing a canal
on the route Cernavoda-Constanta, all proceeded to reveal
the economic, social and strategic advantages. One French
project, which belonged to A. Mathieu, made an exception.

Until the outbreak of the First World War and
during, concerns of the Romanian specialists to design a
canal between Cernavoda and Constanta, occurred less
frequently.

Their attention will be directed to the most necessary

projects, such as the bridge over the Danube, between
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Cernavoda and Fetesti, enlargement and modernization of
the Constanta port. Personalities from Constanta have
developed however studies and articles that supported the

construction of a canal between Cernavoda and Constanta.
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L. 3. INTERWAR PROJECTS TO SOLVE THE
PROBLEM OF A NEW TRNSDOBROGENE
SEASIDE (1918-1940)

In the interwar period there were several projects
developed by Romanian engineers, economists, press from
Dobrudja, Constanta Hall. 1923 was the year with most
positions on the need and build of a canal linking the
Danube to the Black Sea. The press form Dobrogea proved
to be an ardent propagating of the construction of a
waterway between the Danube and the sea, on the route
Cernavoda - Constanta. For the interwar period Romanian
authorities have searched solutions for building the Danube-
Black Sea Canal. This fall two projects: the one of the
engineer Jean Stoenescu Danube in 1922 and that of the
engineers Aurel Barglazan and Octavian Smigelschi from
Timisoara, in 1926.

Although the idea of building the canal was very old,
that occupied different categories of people: engineers,
politicians, economists, journalists, all projects showing the
importance of such work for the whole country and
especially for the Dobrudja region, lack of capital and
technical resources, have determined that these views and

projects remain at the stage of proposals and projects.
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CHAPTER 11

THE DANUBE - BLACK SEA CANAL
BETWEEN THE YEARS 1949-1953

II. 1. ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL FACTORS THAT
DETERMINED AND ACCOMPANIED IDEEA OF
A CANAL NAVIGATION BETWEEN
CERNAVODA-CONSTANTA

After the Second World War, the Canal idea is
resumed. The political factor is regarded as decisive in the
decision to start construction of Danube-Black Sea Canal in
May 1949. Economic reasons were presented in the
Technical-Economic Memorandum of 1949.

The canal was intended to facilitate mass transport of
goods to export and import, and its economic role was
determined by the economic policy of the Soviet Union near
the Romanian government in 1949.

Through the Decision no. 505 from May 25, 1949,
the Council of Ministers decided to “start the preparatory

work for building the Danube-Black Sea Canal" and the
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H.C.M, no. 278/1950 has established the General Direction
of Works Danube-Black Sea Canal.

The future canal would provide: the cheapest and
shortest transport on the water to the Black Sea, South-East
region industrialization of the country, creating conditions
for improving agriculture and raising the living standards of
the working peasants, new ways to combat the drought in
the region Dobrudja, the drainage of Carasu Valley, which
would lead to population recovery of this region ravaged by
malaria, building railways, roads, industrial and commercial
enterprises, housing, schools for training technical
personnel, cultural institutions. The Canal would link our
contry with the Soviet Union and with the country with
popular democracy.

The Technical-Economic Memorandum included:
the path of the canal, the two locks, the safety gates, river
port and seaport, necessary ancillary works to the basic
performance. Complex of works that made up the channel
were as follows: the channel itself, Lock no. 1 near the
locality Saligny, Lock no. 2 near village Névodari, safety
gate no. 1 near Cernavoda town, safety gate no. 2 Ovidiu,
Cernavoda port, Midia port, ancillary works. Unlike the
past, when they stood when designing construction projects,

the execution modes remaining in the account of the
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specialized industrial organizations, now attention has been

given to the design process of making the field work.

18



I1. 2. STARTING THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE
CHANNEL DANUBE - BLACK SEA

After the formal decision from May 1949, there have
been made the preliminary economic and technical
memorandum, and on July 15 the work was started on the
field. The Canal preliminary route has been fixed on
Economic and Technical Memorandum covering a length of
65-70 km from Cernavoda, through Carasu Valley - Lake
Sutghiol, with exit to the port of Cape Midia.

Canal construction began from scratch, with
rudimentary methods. Work consists of excavation, land
transport, loading and unloading of wagons with earth,
crushing stone to career building railways, barracks,
buildings, the design work was performed at first, in parallel
with execution. Only at the end of 1949 was set the final
route of the Canal and General Technical Project was
completed. At the end of 1952 Canal works have remained
behind the General Technical Project.

Once was understand that this work will not be
completed by the Romanian state due to the lack of
specialized machines and equipment, of a skilled workforce,
was searched for a responsible to blame for the failure of

major award. Thus, began in September 1, 1952, at the
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White Gate labor colony, in a hut-hangar, the gang of
saboteurs of the Canal.

In the summer of 1953, after Stalin's death, a
Romanian delegation led by Gheorghiu-Dej was convened
in Moscow to attention by the new leader, Prime Central
Committee of Communist Party secretary of the Soviet
Union, Nikita Hrusciov and that this project causes tension
and the expenses are enormous.

Thus through H.C.M no. 2040 of July 17, 1953 was
declared closed the sites at the Canal and the workers,
technical staff on site were sent to the harvest of Baragan.
Although discontinued in the summer of 1953, some
adjacent works have been completed. A Thermal power
plant was built at Ovidiu which was to ensure electricity
region, Central Workshops Cotroceni moved to Medgidia
from which appears IMU Medgidia, Cement Factory
Medgidia, cities urbanization on Cernavodda, Ovidiu
Navodari, Medgidia.

Excavations conducted between the years 1950-1953
were used since 1959 in the "Complex Irrigation Mircea
Voda" developed later in "Carasu irrigation system" with an

area of approx. 180 000 hectares.
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I11.3. PURCHASE THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK
MACHINE WORKING CHANNEL SITES:
DECREES, ORDERS, DECISIONS

To ensure the legal framework of the business
"popular democracy", Romanian governments have
developed a series of decrees, decisions and orders. Through
these were brought to Canal all those who were considered
undesirable by the regime.

Work on the canal was carried out with free workers
from all over the country, with different professions, with
young students and militaries from “special construction
militaries” of the "Armed Forces Ministry”, brought to work
during the training period, for accomplishing the assigned
work from the Canal management. Difficult conditions of
work have transformed the workforce in a seasonal one.

In a review of the work at the Canal, of the years
1950-1952, is recognized the absence of free labor as
workforce recruitment and mobilization of labor, in terms of
quality and quantity, was very difficult.

Suggested by Stalin to Gheorghiu-Dej, the purpose
of "grand socialist construction" has been the decimation of

opponents of the regime. The method of extermination
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through labor was imported in Romania and implemented at
the Canal.

The Ana Pauker speech from "Scinteia", taken over
by the official newspaper of the, became the canal sites
slogan: "The channel is built without the bourgeoisie and
against it". Most of the labor colonies were concentrated in
DobrUDJA on the Black Sea, where they were building the
Danube-Black Sea Canal, in the Delta, in Braila and Borcea
Pond, which are: Periprava, Sfistoavca, Boc, Grindu,
Saivane, Salcia, Piatra, Stoenesti, Luciu, Gales, Saligny, Km
4, Poarta Alba, Km 31, Medgidia, Stanca, Capul Midia,
Ovidiu, Peninsula. Some of them had even administrative

function, with health points.
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CHAPTER III

THE DANUBE - BLACK SEA CANAL
BETWEEN THE YEARS 1973-1987

IIl. 1. FROM THE POLITICAL DECISION TO THE
PROJECT DESIGN

The idea of building a road to short sea shipping has
not been abandoned and the early '70s is resumed the
project, with a new conception and orders of a new leader,
Nicolae Ceausescu. A role in the decision to build the Canal
is Ceausescu's knowledge of hydraulic works made by the
Dutch, Belgian, German, activity of large western European
ports.

In the Plenary of the Romanian Communist Party
from 18 to 19 June 1973, it was passing in building
"Complex hydropower and transport Danube-Black Sea"
with the following objectives: creating the hydropower node
that would be achieved by crossing the Danube in
Cernavoda; a new sea port in Constanta South - Agigea,
navigable Canal Danube-Black Sea which, starting from the

lake formed behind the dam on the Danube, to open to the

23



new seaport. The resumption of the idea to go to build a
navigable canal between the Danube and Black Sea has
been made in a new concept, a route totally different from
the previous execution using modern technologies and water
transport. The main function of the Canal was its high
capacity of navigable waterway, very advantageous, which
allow: adjusting the trans-European system of navigation to
a first class seaport where can anchor the largest ships
crossing Suez and the Bosporus, shorter transport distance
between Cernavoda and Constanta by about 400 km to the
classical route through Sulina, reducing total cost of
transport by sea vessels because of the possibility of using
large and extra large capacity that can access the port of
Constanta South, attracting a large volume of traffic from
countries outside Europe central to the port of Constanta and
to some extent and in Midia, becoming input / output gates
in relations of these countries with the Middle East, South
Asia and Pacific countries, direct access of the central
european countries to the free area South Constanta,
important role of integration of the Romania into the
European Union.

Dobrudja canal systems provide not only navigation
but also irrigation of large areas of arable land over 198000

ha, aggregates cooling of the nuclear power plant, taking
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over some flows from the hydroelectric power plant, turbine
the flows from the hydrographic basin through two
hydroelectric power plants from the locks Agigea and
Ovidiu, was done drinking and industrial water supply of a
part of Constanta, drainage / flood drainage on the lower
surfaces of Carasu Valley, water flow regulation and flood
control transit through the canal from the hydrographic
basin, through arresters and exhaust manifolds at Agigea
and Midia and Agigea drains batteries.

[LP.T.A.N.A was assigned the general designer of the
Canal and the Port of Constanta South, the project chief
engineer Avadani Chiriac and Institute for Studies and
Hydropower (I.S.P.H.) the project designer of the works on
the Danube in the area Cernavoda.

In addition to the canal itself, the hydraulic complex
includes: two locks with two airlocks each, a complex
pumping station, three commercial ports in Cernavoda,
Medgidia and Basarabi, three railway bridges over the canal
at Cernavoda, Medgidia and Agigea, four road bridges over
the canal, located in Cernavoda, Medgidia, Basarabi and

Agigea.
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I11. 2. MILITARY INVOLVEMENT AND
ROLE TO BUILDING THE DANUBE-
BILACK SEA CANAL

Day of September 1st 1976 has been considered the
inauguration date of the military participation in building the
grand objective.

On October 1, 1976 Nicolae Ceausescu met again
the qualifying asset and party control of the army, at the
points where work began, drawing a new task. Instead of 30
km of canal army received now for execution 40 km. To the
National Youth site was entrusted the execution of 10 km
(45-55 km) of canal.

Soldiers of all arms have brought the full
contribution to over 40 km of the 64,2 kilometers of canal,
to the construction of locks, ports and all eight bridges, have
excavated more than 80 million tons of earth and rock,
transported over 100 million tons earth and rock, have
contributed to the construction of 100 km roads, pouring
five million tons protective walls, have handled by arms
over 150 million piece rock, each weighing approx. 50 kg.

Canal construction required an incredible amount of
work and materials. 300,9 million cubic meters of rock and

earth have been excavated, excavation on the line that
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crosses the coast descending to 70 m, have cast 4 million
cubic meters of concrete, were made 8,7 million square
defense and protection of slopes, they have run 45.9
kilometers walls, were used 14,000 tons hydro mechanical
equipment, arrangements were made for irrigation, flood
cant land, fertilization, drainage, dams, retention dams on
tributaries.

Canal construction required the construction of 167
km roads and crossings over adjacent valleys and inlets
discharge into the irrigation canal, 800 km of technological
roads, 87 km of railway line and 36 bridges with a length of
3650 m. From the railway bridges and road bridges over the
Canal are 6: mixed railway bridge and road in Cernavoda,
the road bridge and railway bridge at Medgidia, the Basarabi
road Bridge, road bridge at Agigea.
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II1. 3. ORGANISATION OF CONSTRUCTION
AND THE WORKFORCE

For executing the Danube-Black Sea Canal, was
established in the third quarter of 1975, a special unit called
the Construction-Black Sea-Danube Canal Central. This unit
has in its structure four groups of sites: Groups 1, 2, 3 and 5.
Other units that have made each one a section of the canal,
with related objectives were: Hydro Construction Company
Constanta, the Hydrotechnic Brigade no. 45 of the Army,
National Youth Shipyard - Straja, Shipyard no. 44 Agigea
and Central Auto Transport.

Achieving this objective has involved a great
number of workers, designers, technicians and engineers.
The extent of work required and the army, almost 80% of
the work on the Canal was made by the army through two
genius army brigades of the Ministry of Defense and the
Road Transport Central of the Ministry of Transport.

Young people across the country, participated in
making this construction. Young people worked on Channel
Gate White - Midia Névodari most important site of youth

through workload point of view.
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II1. 4. INAUGURATION OF THE CANALS DANUBE-
BLACK SEA AND POATRA ALBA - MIDIA
NAVODARI

Danube-Black Sea Canal was officially opened on
May 26, 1984 by the President Nicolae Ceausescu, in a large
and sumptuous ceremony in which took part politicians,
builders, designers, researchers, many experts who
participated in the construction of this grand objective of the
Romanian economy and also local residents. With the
inauguration of the Canal was opened the port of
Cernavoda. Once the celebration of inauguration of Danube-
Black Sea Canal had finished it concluded with the Big
Popular Rally, attended by over 150000 people, carried out
on the plateau near the Agigea lock.

Inauguration of the Danube-Black Sea Canal had a
broad echo in the pages of the Romanian central and foreign
press, especially since the event was included in the 40
years anniversary of the Romanian Communist Party
leadership. Newspapers, magazines, radio and television
have spoken about the economic importance of this great
construction in Romania, about the financial, technical and
human resources effort of the state to achieve this

monumental building.
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By opening the navigation between Cernavoda and
Constanta South port, in May 1984 and late November
opening of the Canal Poarta Alba-Midia Navodari, the
Danube, the most important European river, link Constanta,
the largest Black Sea port, to the industrial platform from
Midia.
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CHAPTER IV

TRAFFIC AND NAVIGATION IN THE
OPENING UP NAVIGABLE WATERWAYS
IN 2007. PROJECTS AND PERSPECTIVES.

EVOLUTION OF THEIR EUROPEAN

CONTEXT

1V. 1. THE FUNCTIONALITY OF THE DANUBE-
BLACK SEA CANAL (1987-2007)

Danube-Black Sea route shortens the distance
between Constanta and the main river and sea ports approx.
400 km offering enhanced transport capabilities and
advantages for Romanian goods for export routing, fitting
Romania in European river transport system. Increasing
importance of the new seaport of Constanta South, able to
provide berthing and operation of heavy ships up to 15000
dwt, makes it become one of the great European seaports.
Construction of new ports Cernavoda, Medgidia, Basarabi,
answer a high volume of traffic, 75 million tons of cargo /
year, directed to mills and factories of the Danube, primarily

by reducing transshipment operations of raw materials and
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products for export or from import, by providing direct and
economical links between the beneficiaries of the country,
and reducing transport distance between Cernavoda and
Constanta are other advantages determined by the existence
of this canal.

The canal also provided transshipment of goods and
passengers from sea ships on the river ships in the Port of
Constanta South, not only becoming very commercial center
of Romania, but also for other countries, ensure a faster and
safer traffic on the last section of the European waterway,
long of 2860 km, reducing substantially navigation to the
Black Sea, shortening 400 km of one of the busiest
waterways in Europe, avoiding the route before reaching the
sea by an arm of the Danube (Sulina Canal).

By entering into operation on 26 May 1984, the
Danube-Black Sea Canal, the sixth grade (maximum) of
construction and then in 1987 of the northern branch, Poarta
Alba - Midia Navodari, the fifth grade of construction, has
been made in Dobrudja waterways system, connecting the

Danube with major seaports on the Black Sea.
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1V. 2. CHANNEL EVOLUTION OF WATERWAYS IN
THE EUROPEN CONTEXT. PROJECTS AND
DEVELOPMENT OPPORTUNITIES (2007-2012)

National Company "Maritime Ports Administration"
Constanta, with the base in Agigea, was designated to
maintain, improve and coordinate the functioning of the
waterway. Annual the C.N.A.C.N. prepare repair and
remediation programs of the degradation occurred,
developing maintenance programs for the objective works.

The period from 2001-2006 was a time when efforts
were made to prepare the canals waterway for the Romania's
integration in EU, event held on July 1, 2007. For the future,
the C.N.A.C.N. has drawn further development of inland
water transport infrastructure, environmental protection,
maximizing the positive environmental effects, attracting
reimbursable European funds. There were developed
medium-term objectives programs, 2008-2013 and long-
term objectives programs, 2008-2025. This Master Plan is
used to access European and national funds used to rebuild
infrastructure, into modern equipment, into the environment
and human resources. Based on this Master Plan, the
company establishes investment policy, environment,

marketing and human resources
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CONCLUSIONS

Danube-Black Sea Channel is part of the inner class
IV of canals, the largest international class of inner canals,
liners rules established by C.E.E of O.N.U. In terms of
construction rises to the level of other objectives of the same
kind in the world: Panama Canal, Suez Canal, the Moscow-
Volga Canal, North German Canal.

Through Danube-Black Sea Canal the port of
Constanta is connected to the main European network of
waterways. Canal remains an important construction from
economic, political, military point of view.

The geostrategic position (controls the longest, 1075
km, and most important portion of the river) to cross of the
main logistics European roads, through the upper class
navigable support represented by the Danube, Romania has
undeniable advantages for boosting its trade relations and
beyond. To this must be considered: active participation in
international decision-making bodies, increasing the number
of river crossings, development of information networks,
optimizing the legal regulations for ship safety, the technical

level of the ships, crews’ degree of preparedness.
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